
Dear Brother Pat, 
 
Time is getting close for Brother Dean and your visit to Ukraine. We are looking forward to that.  
Before you see the things in Ukraine with your eyes I want to give you a short update on the 
situation here.  
 
The war in the East continues though not as intensively as it was a couple months ago. We may 
say for the moment the occupied areas of Donetsk and Lugansk regions will stay that way for a 
long time. Ukraine does not control the situation there and thousands of people had to leave. 
The official statistic is over 400 000 people who had to move to other areas of Ukraine. In 
addition to that number we have people who left and moved to Russia. The humanitarian 
situation in the occupied East remains very tough. What makes the situation even worse is the 
fight between the separatists. They do not have common leadership therefore the separatists’ 
leaders of the small towns are fighting with the leaders in the town next to them. That is what 
anarchy is all about. At some of the cities, people could not get food because the bridges and 
the roads are destroyed by bombing.  
 
We have been working very hard with our Emergency Relief Fund. Since September 5th till now 
we have assisted over 30 churches and 120 families with financial help. The total amount of 
help given is $60,000, but that is just a drop in the ocean.  
 
As I wrote in some of the previous reports, we’re dealing with people who had to be rescued 
from the war areas, not only because of the war, but also because of the religious persecutions 
against Baptists in the occupied areas. Last week we had another meeting with the leaders of 
several churches trying to find out how many pastors and their families had to leave the East 
and are now residing in the Central and Western Ukraine. At the moment I know of 29 such 
pastors. 
 
In the meantime we know of churches all around Central and Western Ukraine without pastors. 
The plan we came up with is to assist pastors from the East in finding new churches so they can 
continue their ministry and fill the need of churches for pastors. Isn’t that a miracle when God 
turns bad to good and those congregations without preachers may get a pastor from the East?  
 
We do realize some of the pastors need a recovery time after all of the stress and dangers they 
have experienced. However, the ones I talked to are ready to continue their ministry with a 
new congregation.  
 
Such a plan will shift our work a little bit in regards to helping the refugees. With the aid of DMI, 
other groups and churches, we are thinking of providing financial support for 1 year to these 
ministers who move to a new congregation.  In this way we can help them make this major 
transition in their lives more easily. Now we will work on the details of such a plan and 
hopefully by the end of November we will put it into action. So, when you are here next week 
we hope to spend a good amount of time discussing the plan. 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is the plan for your visit you could share with the prayer supporters and with the family 
members: 
 
Tuesday: Oct 28th – 1.15. PM –arrival to Kiev. Rest at the Malov’s. 
Wednesday: Oct 29th – on the road to Kharkiv (North East). Stay with Pastor Sergey Datsko. 
Thursday: Oct 30th – Meeting with people and church leaders from the East who are staying  

at Sergey’s church (Denis, Molodogvardesisk). 
In the afternoon on the road to Zaporoje (South-East). 

Friday: Oct 31st – All day long in Zaporoje: meeting with LOR staff there,  
visiting the ministry to the refugees done by LOR and the local churches. 

Saturday: November 1st – All day long on the road to Odessa. 
Sunday: November 2nd – All day long in Odessa.  

Church and visit to the refugee camp where we help. 
Monday: November 3 – On the way to Kiev, one stop in the small church on the road. 
Tuesday: November 4th – Kiev, rest, shopping, possible meeting with several refugee families  

from the area (Pastors from the East). 
Wednesday: November 5th – 4.00 AM departure to the Airport. 
 
So, we are looking forward to see you next week! 
Blessings, 
Sasha 
 

 




