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Welcome to this special edition of The Grace Place 

Messenger .  We are delivering this newsletter to 

you to let you know of a very special opportunity 

that you do not want to miss! 

We are starting a new Bible Study series titled, The 

Essential Jesus. This is a study for anyone who 

wants to know more about Jesus.  That includes 

Christians who have never really read all that the Bible says about Je-

sus, those not sure about Jesus but  are honestly seeking to know more 

about him and non-believers who want to make their own assessment of 

Jesus and his claims—all will find The Essential Jesus study helpful. 

This study will guide you to read and reflect on 100 carefully-selected 

passages from the Bible over a course of 20 weeks.  Twice a week, we 

will meet to review and discuss the short Bible passages from the week.  

(continued on page 2) 

 

THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSON OF  
HUMAN HISTORY  
 

No matter what you think about Jesus, there’s no denying he is the most 

influential person in all of human history.  And what’s truly amazing is 

that his path to influence was so unlikely. 

Jesus never became a political, military or government leader; he never 

wanted to.  He never owned a multinational corporation or acquired 

any wealth to speak of; he didn’t need it.  He never wrote a book, never 

staged a concert tour, never appeared on television and never had a ra-

dio talk show or even his own blog…. What’s so special about Jesus?  

(continued on page 2) 
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COMMENTS ABOUT JESUS 

 “I’ve heard people say, I’m a 

follower of Jesus.’ But what does 

that really mean?” 

 Of course I know who Jesus is; 

who doesn’t? I’ve just never taken 

the time to read all that the Bible 

says about him.” 

The Essential Jesus 

INTRODUCTION—Wed 10/30 @ 7pm 

KICKOFF  - Sunday 11/03 @ 10am 



“The secret to making the Bible come alive is to view reading it as an  
opportunity to have an encounter with the risen Christ.”  

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Most of us know something about Jesus and are intrigued by him.  Per-

haps as a child we attended Sunday school, or when flipping channels 

we’ve heard TV preachers talk about Jesus.  We may have even thought, 

I’d like to find out for myself what Jesus said and did so I can come to 

my own conclusions about him.  But we haven’t had the opportunity to 

take a closer look. 

The Essential Jesus will help you discover who Jesus is and why he is so 

significant—even life-transforming.  Through both Old and New Testa-

ment readings, you will discover why God sent Jesus, what Jesus 

taught, how he treated people, why he did miracles, the meaning of his 

death, the significance of his resurrection, what the Bible says about his 

second coming and much more. 

Join us for this exciting Bible Study.  You can discover for yourself what 

makes Jesus so special. 

Wednesday, October 30 at 7:00 pm  - Introductory 

Sunday, November 3 @ 9:30 am—Kickoff 

 

THE ESSENTIAL JESUS CHALLENGE 

THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSON OF HUMAN 

HISTORY 

(Continued from page 1) 

We begin with an introduction to 

The Essential Jesus on Wednes-

day, October 30th at 7:00 pm. 

This is the meeting where all ma-

terials will be distributed (at no 

cost) to all Seekers.  No need to 

eat before arriving as a special 

meal is planned to nourish our 

bodies as we begin to feed our 

spirit! 

The Kickoff for this series will be 

held on Sunday, November 3rd.   

We will begin at 9:30am with 

breakfast treats and fellowship, 

followed by a review and lively 

discussion of the weeks’ passages 

at 9:45 am.   

It is our most sincere prayer that 

you will commit to participate in 

this study and if possible, that you 

bring a friend(s) with you.   

Grace and peace to you from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
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THE BEST FRIEND YOU WILL EVER HAVE 

Adapted from Author, Dr. Charles Stanley  

Many of us know the familiar hymn, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

We all consider our Savior a great friend—but none of us have an exhaus-

tive knowledge of the heights, depths, and breadth of His amazing 

friendship. 

Consider just a few of the elements of Jesus’ loving relationship with you. 

1. He has committed Himself to you as a friend for life.  In fact, this 

commitment lasts more than an earthly lifetime; it’s eternal. He will 

never leave you, no matter what you do. You may suffer some dashed 

expectations in your lifetime, but the Lord Himself will never disap-

point you. 

2. He remains open to you at all times.  Jesus will show you as much 

about Himself as you desire to learn and are able to appreciate.  He 

will never keep from you anything about Himself that you need to 

know. 

3. He renews His loving overtures to you every day. He knows how to 

meet your deepest longings, and He remains sensitive to your wants 

as well as your needs. 

Jesus, is an inspiring, comforting listener who hears exactly what you say 

and always provides the very best for you. 

What kind of friend is Jesus? John 15:13 answers that question.  Jesus is 

the kind of friend who willingly laid down His life as payment for your 

sins-past, present, and future.  Without complaint, He bore all your sor-

rows and suffering, while pledging never to leave you nor forsake you 

(John 14:18). Jesus is the friend who sticks closer than a brother (Prov. 

18:24), the friend who walks by your side through everything.  

And because Jesus gave Himself for all people, we His followers should 

give ourselves completely to Him (2 Corin. 5:14-15). “Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through 

us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, to be reconciled to God” (v. 20). 

Who in your circle of influence needs to be reconciled to God? Who do 

you know that needs to find a friend in Jesus?  Invite them to join us on 

Wednesday, Oct 30 at 7:00 pm at our Introductory meeting of The Es-

sential Jesus! 

WHY IS STUDYING THE 

BIBLE IMPORTANT? 

Adapted from Author Scott Lilly 

(12/15/11) 

Why should I be a faithful 

student of God’s word? Why 

not simply leave the 

knowledge of Scripture to 

the “experts”, and hear what 

they have to say once a 

week?  With all the busyness 

of modern life, it seems that 

many would prefer to aban-

don the basic Christian dis-

cipline of Bible study.  After 

all, isn’t that what we pay 

the preachers to do? 

A man once told D.L. Moody 

that he intended to get 

enough out of a series of 

revival meetings to last him 

his whole life.  Moody re-

sponded that he “might as 

well try to eat enough break-

fast at one time to last him 

his lifetime.” The Psalmist 

tells us that the person who 

can avoid the sinful peer 

pressure of this world is the 

one who delights in God’s 

Law and meditates on it day 

and night. While it is very 

important to hear the Word 

of God taught by others, a 

regular, personal intake of 

God’s Word is necessary for  

spiritual growth and contin-

ued faithfulness. 

Also, knowing God’s Word is 

essential to guard us from 

false teaching and spiritual 

destruction (Acts 20:29-32), 

and it is necessary if we are 

going to hand down our faith 

to the next generation 

(continued on Page 4) 
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WHY IS STUDYING THE 

BIBLE IMPORTANT? 

(Continued from Paget 3) 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-9, II Tim-

othy 3:14-15). 

Christians who lack an effec-

tive, daily reading of God’s 

Word tend to fall into one of 

three categories.  Some eager-

ly read the Bible, but tend to 

take passages out of context, 

and thus misunderstand and 

misapply what they have 

read. Others are fearful that 

they cannot be effective stu-

dents of the Scriptures be-

cause they lack the necessary 

education or skills, and so 

they limit themselves to what 

they can learn from others. 

Finally, many have lost their 

motivation or allowed them-

selves to become too busy to 

make God’s Word a daily part 

of their lives 

At The Grace Place, we want 

to help you to be encouraged 

that you can indeed read the 

Bible effectively and then put 

what you have learned into 

practice.  

And we hope that by joining 

others in this learning pro-

cess, you will  gain (or regain) 

your delight for God’s Word 

and realize that you are in-

deed  too busy NOT to be 

immersed in the words of the 

Holy Scripture every day! 

 

Join us Oct 30th at 7 pm for 

the Introduction to The 

Essential Jesus Bible Study. 

Location: The Grace Place 

608 Reynolds Street 

Brunswick, Georgia 

YOUR HIGHER GOAL 

Excerpt from ‘The Essential Jesus’ 

From beginning to end, the Bible 

tells the story of how “God so 

loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

So as you begin your journey 

through the greatest story in the 

Bible, keep in mind that your goal 

is not JUST to make it to one 

hundred (lessons) or to gain more 

Bible knowledge or even to devel-

op greater spiritual discipline. 

Those things are important, but 

your higher goal is to get to 

KNOW JESUS. The secret to 

making the Bible come alive is to 

view reading it as an opportunity 

to have an encounter with the 

risen Christ, the one who loves 

you, who died for you and who 

desires to have a living relation-

ship with you.  

My prayer is that over the next 

few months the Bible’s greatest 

story will come alive for you as 

never before. But don’t let The 

Essential Jesus be the end of your 

engagement with the Bible. Let 

this journey become the begin-

ning of a lifetime adventure of 

meeting God every day in the Bi-

ble and prayer. 

THE SEVEN HABITS OF EFFECTIVE BIBLE 

READERS 

Adapted from Scripture Union USA 

I’m sure you’d agree that establishing and maintaining regular time of Bible 

reading and prayer can be a real challenge.  We may well be hungry to know 

God better but with all the  pressures and distractions of modern life, some-

times it’s just easier to live on spiritual snack food rather than a healthy diet of 

God’s Word.  How can we satisfy that deep hunger for real spiritual nourish-

ment? How can we overcome the challenges and enjoy the many benefits of 

daily Bible reading and prayer? 

Begin with the Basics.  Your most basic “tool,” of course, is the Bible. There 

are many different—and very good—translations of the Bible  available today.  

But no matter which translation you choose, the key is to select one that’s easy 

for you to read and understand.  In addition, you might want a notebook and 

pen to write down insights you gain from the Bible, or answers to prayer. 

Pick a Spot. Then, choose a convenient time and place for your meeting with 

God. It doesn’t have to be lengthy, perhaps just 15 minutes. Find a quiet place 

where there are minimal distractions so you can concentrate. This could be a 

quiet corner of your house while you have your morning cup of coffee, in your 

office before the workday begins, or during your lunch break. Give some 

thought to the time and place that works best for you. 

(continued on page 5) 
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“I love to cook but I don’t like to decide what’s for dinner every night.” 
The same is often true when it comes to daily Bible reading. 

(Continued from Page 4)  

It’s true that maintaining a regular Bible reading habit will take some discipline. 

But remember that a habit is only a means to an end. Your higher goal is to trans-

form your Bible reading and prayer habit into a meeting with God.  Think of it as 

an appointment with God. If you do, Bible reading and prayer will become less of 

a discipline and more of a dialog with God.  

Don’t Feel Guilty.  We should be careful not to think of Bible reading as ‘paying 

our dues to God’ or assume that God is waiting to ‘zap’ us if we fail to read the 

Bible for a period of time. The important thing to remember is God loves you and 

he wants to meet with you. (John 4:23-24). Don’t let guilt over what you haven’t 

done in the past rob you of the joy of meeting with God in the present.  With what-

ever time you do have, focus on enjoying God’s word today. If you do that, you’ll 

soon find yourself feeling less guilty and more excited about meeting God every 

day. 

 

 

 

Find a Plan that Works for You. I’ve heard people say, “I love to cook, but do not like deciding what’s for dinner 

every night.” The same is often true when it comes to daily Bible reading.  That’s why it is helpful to use a daily Bible 

reading plan or guide.  Different plans will appeal to different people.  The key is to find one that gets you into the Bi-

ble and stick with it. Then you won’t have to spend your quiet time in “menu planning” and can focus more on the ‘joy 

of cooking.” 

Be Creative. Add Variety! Even good things can become routine.  We all go through times when our walk with God 

feels dry and lifeless. When that happens, it helps to remember that those feelings are normal; you won’t see spiritual 

fireworks every time you open your Bible. But the way to overcome them is to try something new.  Sometimes reading 

the day’s passage in a different Bible translation helps. Another helpful technique is to keep a journal of your reflec-

tions.  You don’t have to write in it every day, only when something especially stands out.  Read a few pages from a 

classic Christian book. A little variety can make a big difference. 

Give the Distractions to God. It’s a noisy world out there! Even the most disciplined Bible reader faces plenty of 

distractions.  Some of the biggest distractions come from within; fears, frustrations, temptations, and worries. Unfor-

tunately, we can’t always control or avoid these distractions. So when they come, use them for good! If your thoughts 

wander to worries and concerns, give those thoughts to the Lord in prayer. Don’t get too frustrated by the distractions.  

They may be the very things God wants you to pray about. 

Learn to Listen. Listening to each other is essential to a healthy human relationship. The same is true in developing 

a relationship with God. Prayer isn’t just reciting a laundry list of requests. Prayer also involves listening to God. The 

question is, how can we do that? Begin by taking time to quiet yourself in God’s presence. You might imagine that your 

cares and burdens are packages and you are handing them to God. Then think back on the prior day. Recall the ways 

you saw God at work in you and around you. When you feel that your heart is still (or centered), then slowly read a 

passage of the Bible. After you read, wait in silence, reflecting on the verse or phrase that jumps out at you. What do 

you sense God is saying to you from His Word? How does it apply to the specific issues you face now? When you love 

someone, you listen to them. Practice the art of listening to God. 

Ask God to give you a hunger for him and his Word. Soon, you’ll discover that those few quiet minutes with God will 

become the most meaningful part of your day! 

THE SEVEN HABITS OF EFFECTIVE BIBLE 

READERS 
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THE GRACE PLACE 

CHURCH 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday @ 7:00 pm 

Sunday @ 9:45 am 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

11:00 AM 

 

WEBSITE 

www.The GracePlaceChurch.org 

FACEBOOK 

 The-Grace-Place 

 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
Event #1 

What:  Introduction to Bible Study Series, The Essential Jesus 

When:  Wednesday, October 30th at 7:00 pm 

Dinner will be provided. 
 

Event #2 

What: Kickoff to Bible Study Series, The Essential Jesus 

When: Sunday, November 3rd at 9:30 am 

A light breakfast will be served. 
 

Both events will be held at The Grace Place Church located at 

608 Second Street, Brunswick, Georgia 31520 

Pastor Ron Scarboro 912-399-6586 

Email: ronscarboro4750@gmail.com 

Website: www.TheGracePlaceChurch.org     Facebook: The-Grace-Place 
 

All are welcomed and encouraged to attend!  

Feel free to invite your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers to 
join us as we embark on this journey of discovery! 

   

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  
HERE 

The Grace Place Church 

608 Second Street 

Brunswick, Georgia 31520 
 

Phone :912-399-6586 
Email: ronscarboro4750@gmail.com 

Web: wwwTheGracePlaceChurch.org 

Facebook: The-Grace-Place 

 


